
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Camp Indian Trails August 16th 

through 18th for Bigfoot Lodge’s Fall 

Conference! We will holding the Hairy, 

Hairy, West! It’s a pun on the Wild, Wild 

West!  Lassoing, sharp shooting, 

branding, and more will be featured 

during the open returning member fun 

time.  During fall conference, we will be 

doing normal ordeal and brotherhood 

initiations, but we will also be having the 

Bigfoot Lodge annual business meeting 

where we will have our lodge elections. 

Come join us for a weekend of 

brotherhood and fun! 

Register now at bigfoot620.org 

 

Let’s pack CIT with Arrowmen that 

weekend! 

 

Hello Arrowmen, 
 
It was great to see so many of you at Spring 
Conference at EBSR. Because of your help we 
were able to start work on the new OA bowl. I 
would also like to congratulate those who 
went through their Vigil at Spring 
Conference.  We had almost 80 members 
complete their Ordeal at Spring Conference! 
In order for our lodge to get JTE gold again 
this year we need to get 50 more members to 
pay their dues and about 40 remaining elects 
to do their ordeal. Please encourage them to 
complete their Ordeal.  Help get those in your 
own unit excited for conference as well! I 
hope to see you all at Fall Conference where 
we will be having our annual lodge officer 
elections. If you want to volunteer for any 
non-elected position find any lodge officer 
and they will write down your name for 
appointed positions! 
 
I hope to see you at our western themed Fall 
Conference! 

 
-Noah Gudenschwager Lodge Chief 
 



  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A recent change for the OA happened at 
Nationals meeting in June this year. The 
new policy changed the 10 month wait time 
between ordeal rank and brotherhood rank 
to six months. This will help members seal 
their Brotherhood membership earlier and 
help with retention.  This should help 
Lodges obtain the new Thriving or High 
Performing ratings from National Order of 
the Arrow. 
 
What this means is that almost 200 Scouts 
in our Lodge could complete their 
Brotherhood which consists of a few hours 
of service, full meals, sleeping in a tent, 
and a hike just before the ceremony.  Once 
completed you will earn a new sash at the 
Brotherhood Ceremony and learn a bit 
more about the story after the Ordeal.  
Register for your Brotherhood at Fall 
Conference at Bigfoot620.org! 
 

At Fall Conference we will be holding elections 

for the big positions in our Lodge. These include:  

 Lodge Chief 

 Vice Chief of Program 

 Vice Chief of Communications 

 Vice Chief of Finance 

If you are interested in running for any of the 

above offices, visitbigfoot620.org to find the form. 

It is under the heading “Elections”. It must be 

filled out, signed by a parent or guardian and your 

scoutmaster, and turned in to the Lodge Advisor 

by August 15 for consideration. You may also 

email the form to oabigfoot@gmail.com. Current 

elected office holders must talk to the Lodge 

Advisor or the Current Lodge Chief if they are 

interested in running for re-election. 

Other appointed positions include Vice Chiefs of 

Camping, Elections, Service, Unit Relations, 

Leadership Development.  Each of these Vice 

Chiefs also have a number of Chairmen to help 

them reach their goals.  Come join the LEC! 

 

Meetings are the Third Sunday of the Month 

typically at the Scout Office at 1pm.   

mailto:oabigfoot@gmail.com


  

From 2018 to 2019, the Order of the Arrow suffered its most significant membership loss to date of 12,030 people. That’s 12,030 missed 
opportunities, 12,030 lives that we no longer have the opportunity to impact, and 12,030 fewer members of our brotherhood. In 2019, 
we’re going to bring that decline to a halt. And it all starts on October 19th (after 6pm) with our first ever national webinar entitled 
Thrive: A National Webinar, A Local Commitment. 
 
We’re about to attempt the most significant course-correction in the history of our organization and it will require every single national, 
regional, section, lodge, and chapter leader — without exception — on board and aligned to do whatever it takes to make it happen. If 
we fail to intervene in the decline, if we don’t take significant action, the Order of the Arrow will cease to exist. And if we continue doing 
what we’re doing right now, that is exactly what will happen. 
 
But, if we choose to live in an alternative future where the Order of the Arrow is not only existing, but Thriving — that is something we 
can all be proud of and that will ensure the Order of the Arrow exists for years to come. Here’s how we’re going to do it: 
 
On the webinar, the following topics will be discussed: 
 

1.  We will address the redefined role of the section, and explain how important each of you are to ensuring the success of our 269 

lodges in the organization. It must be understood that our section leadership are the boots on the ground task force that exist to 
support, guide, and enable the lodges within their respective sections.   

2.  We will also deliver new concepts focusing on the 3 key performance indicators: Unit Election Rate, Induction Rate, & Activation 

Rate.  

3.  We will also assign and lay out a 3 year plan to ensure each lodge reaches the status of “high performing”, meaning they have a 

90% Unit Election Rate, 90% Induction Rate, and 50% Activation Rate. 

4.  We will issue an organization wide call-to-action, including a commitment and a declaration to elevate all 269 lodges to high 

performing status. 
 
In order for the lodge to receive a unified message, the entire Lodge Executive Committee be present to view the webinar after Boo in 
the Woods on October 19th. However, all members are encouraged to help with Boo in the Woods and attend this event.  We will 
provide all meals for the event and have Pizza and other snacks during the webinar.   
 
“Those who chose you need you.” As leaders of Scouting’s National Honor Society, you serve among the top youth in our 
organization, and it is time to put that mindset into action. It is our responsibility to ensure that your respective lodges are registered, 
confident, and inspired to be the catalyst of change at the local level this year, and for years to come. 
 

With your leadership, we can assure you that the Order of the Arrow will not only exist for generations to come, but will Thrive. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to become a better leader in 

your troop and lodge? Join us at EBSR 

September 20-22 for Lodge Leadership 

development. Several leaders in our lodge 

will be giving detailed presentations on how 

to be a better leader and giving training in 

several OA positions. There will be training 

for Elangomats, Ceremonies, Brotherhood 

guides, OA troop reps, Elections , and 

more.  We will be alternating 30 minutes of 

training then a fun game or activity.  This is 

a free event and includes cabin camping, 

food, and more!  Register for this today at 

Bigfoot620.org 

 

Be ready for Unit Elections, Unit Day of 

Service, and more by coming to training!  

Adults and Youth Welcome! 

  

Every year the Lodge installs almost 2000 seat 

backs in Camp Randall.  This fundraiser is a 

good time to get to know your fellow Arrowmen, 

provide service to the Lodge, and have some fun!  

Cordless drills with 7/16" sockets and 7/16" open 

face wrenches are needed for adults to help 

secure the seats to the bleachers.  We need as 

many adults and youth to make this event go as 

fast as we can.  Food and drinks will be provided.   

Limited parking is available in Lot 19 but park on 

the nearby streets and enter in Lot 19.  Our 

sections are D and E. 

Join us August 10th 8am until done 

Register for free at bigfoot620.org 



 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UW Seatback Install August 10th  

Fall Conference August 16th-18th CIT 

LLD September 20-22nd EBSR 

Boo in the Woods October 19th CIT  

Thrive LEC Training October 19th CIT 

We will have links up on BigFoot620.org to 

register 

Dues for 2019 can be paid at 

bigfoot620.org! 

 

Arrowmen are Challenged to Staff any 

Council and District Events 

If you provide any service to Scouting or 

your Community please visit 

bigfoot620.org and fill out the day of 

service portal information!   

 

 

When the only motorboat broke down at 
camp the Lodge was asked if we could 
help with purchasing a boat.  After being 
approved by the LEC, Bigfoot Lodge 
bought a new Speed boat for Ed Bryant 
Scout Reservation that next day! This boat 
is part of Bigfoot Lodge’s contribution to 
camp for 2020.  The Malibu speedboat 
boasts 300 horsepower motor, a bluetooth 
stereo, and is perfect for waterskiing and 
pulling the banana. If you have not seen it 
yet, come to EBSR and see it for yourself!  
It has been rightfully named the Weti Yeti 
 



 

 

 

  

Send your 

scout 

appropriate 

meme 

submissions 

to 

oabigfoot@g

mail.com for a 

chance to be 

featured 


